A Second Chance on Stony Plain Road: The Olive Nook

Megan Lala

The Olive Nook

15230 Stony Plain Road
780-244-0695

An exciting new vendor has moved
into SPR’s very own Blue Jar Antique
Mall. The Olive Nook is a delightful
local shop that imports delicious olive
oil and balsamic vinegar. Owner Elisa
Pierson was born and raised in the
west end of Edmonton, together with
her husband, Jason Parker, and three
children.

Pierson began her career 21 years
ago in the Stony Plain Road area at
a small family-run tobacco import
company, Global Cigars (known
then as More Than Cigars) at 10118
149 Street. Pierson’s part-time job
selling specialty tobacco and cigars
from around the world out of Global
Cigar's humidor quickly turned into
a full-time position of 15 years, and
a lifetime of friendship. It was there
where she had the opportunity to
learn everything there is to know
about managing a small business,
importing quality goods and regional
luxuries, and the importance of
quality customer service.

“Tknew one day [ wanted to own
my own quaint little retail space, but
[ didn't really know what my primary
product would be until a few years
ago,” states Pierson.

While in BC one summer, Pierson
and her family spotted a little olive oil
and vinegar tasting room and decided
to take a look. “It was like the heavens
parted and I immediately knew this
was what [ wanted to do,” says Pierson.
She started reading and researching
about what makes good olive oil
and good balsamic vinegar. Her
background in tobacco came in handy
since specialty tobacco, fine wines.
bourbon, and olive oil and vinegar
all fit into a category called regional
luxuries. When selecting these items,
growing conditions, soil conditions,

Bottles of balsamic vinegar and olive oil on the shelves at The Olive Nook.
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aging processes or freshness and
chemical composition are all taken
into account. Each region has different
qualities which will in turn offer
different sensory experiences, such as
flavour and texture.

Pierson sampled hundreds of oils
and vinegars from Italy and South
Africa, but in the end she fell in love
with their Californian Olive Oil. Their
vinegars are imported from Italy and
are infused in California, and are aged
using the Ancient Solara Method
which leaves it thick and syrupy.

With their oils and vinegars
sourced, The Olive Nook set-up a
spot just off Whyte Avenue. The
idea was to create a welcoming space
where people would be invited to
try something new. They wanted
to offer an experience based on old
school customer service, and they
did. In the 10 months that they
were operational, they made a ton
of friends in the neighbourhood
and loved every part of running a

retail space. “Everything seemed to
be going in the right direction, after
making it through the winter, we
were excited to see what the spring
and summer seasons would bring,
and then the world stopped,” states
Pierson.

They, like everyone else, had
to close their doors. When they
reopened they had some great
support from customers, yet
there were too many factors going
against them. They lost their foot
traffic from the festivals during the
summer months. And, in addition
to economics, there was also an
uncertainty of if they would have to
shut down again.

In order to continue bringing
their oils and vinegars to the table,
The Olive Nook needed to simplify.
They decided to head home to Stony
Plain Road. “T'm so happy to be
part of the Blue Jar Antique Mall,”
says Pierson. "It has given me the
ability to continue offering olive oils

and vinegars in a unique, friendly
atmosphere!”

Shoppers can find The Olive Nook’s
full line up of 20 different infused
olive oils and vinegars among the
7000sq of unique antiques and
vintage items at the Blue Jar Antique
Mall. With the holiday season
near The Olive Nook is excited to
introduce some new flavours to their
full-time lineup.

Pierson says, “We were heartbroken
to leave our labour of love behind
in Old Strathcona, but the SPR
Business Association, along with the
businesses in the neighbourhood
are doing a fabulous job breathing
new life into this historic area. I'm so
excited to be a part of it!”

Follow The Olive Nook on Facebook
(@theolivenook) and Instagram (@
theolivenook.ca), and visit their
website: theolivenook.ca

Megan Lala is the Communications
Coordinator for the Stony Plain Road &
Area BIA.



West End Staple Serves Up Traditional
Comfort Favourites

Heather Gunn

Astros Restaurant

10038 167 Street
780-484-6707
astrosrestaurant.com

With the chilly weather arriving in
full force here in Edmonton, many
people turn to delicious comfort food
to warm up. Astros Restaurant is a
staple on the west end for their wide
array of homestyle comfort food.

Established in 1970, Astros is
tucked away in a small strip mall near
Mayfield Common. Their menu has
something for everyone — pizza, pasta,
salad, steak, and more. It was hard
deciding what to get as everything
sounded delicious after a long day at
work.

My friend and I decided to each get
something different to see what the
quality and taste was like from item
to item. I opted for the baked lasagna
with meat sauce and the Greek salad,
while my friend went with the New
York Cut striploin (8 oz) that was
served with sliced tomato, a baked
potato, and a garden salad.

My first impression was that
everything was presented very well;
The food came piping hot, the lasagna
was generously topped with golden-
brown cheese, and the salads looked
fresh. Going in for the first bite of
lasagna, I was slightly underwhelmed
with the meat sauce as it wasn't evenly
coating the pasta — but this was just a
minor qualm. Those who enjoy a mild
sauce where the meat is front and
centre will be fans of this recipe. The
dish overall tasted hearty and familiar,
the way a great lasagna should.

Next up I sampled the Greek salad.
The lettuce and vegetables were crisp,
and the dressing had a great tangy
flavour. This salad only comes in a
large size, which was a bit too big for

Lasagna and Greek salad.
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one person. It would work great as a full meal, or for sharing
between two or three people. My friend enjoyed her garden
salad and noted that it was fresh, and a great side portion
paired with her steak.

The striploin came properly cooked to my friend’s request of
medium rare, and she really enjoyed the baked potato (and its
toppings) that came with it. We each had a side of garlic bread
as well, which was delicious, as all garlic bread typically is. We
unfortunately didn’t try any of their pizza, but next visit [ will
make sure to order one as they come quite highly regarded.

As a lifelong resident of Edmonton’s west end, I don’t
know why it’s taken me so long to try this local gem. I'm so
glad I finally did! When you want food that is simple and
comforting, Astros is the place to go.

Astros is currently open for take-out and dine-in from
Monday to Saturday 11 a.m. to 9 p.m.m and Sundays from 4
p.m. to 8 p.m.

Heather is a former freelance writer for Vue Weekly and a
current copywriter with S.0.S. Media Corp. You can follow her on
Instagram: @yeg_flavours.

THE FLAG SHOP HAS
BEEN PART OF THE
STONY PLAIN ROAD

COMMUNITY FOR

30 YEARS!

We have the largest selection of Canada,
Alberta, provincial and territorial flags

WIDE SELECTION
OF COUNTRY FLAGS

CUSTOM PRINTING
AND SEWING

WIDE VARIETY

OF FLAG POLES MADE IN CANADA

Striploin steak and salad.
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MANY PRODUCTS PROUDLY

15507 Stony Plain Rd.
Edmonton, AB T5P 3Z1
780-484-5850
edmonton@flagshop.com
www.flagshop.com

The Flag Shop




Westend Seniors Activity Gentre Offers a
Meal Program

The Westend Seniors Activity
Centre (WSAC - located in Terra
Losa) is now offering a Meal
Program that features homemade
meals, frozen soups, and baked
goods.

“We know that this is a much-
needed service”, advised Dr.
Haidong Liang, Executive Director
of WSAC. “As a Gerontologist, my
ultimate goal of serving seniors is
to help them achieve healthy aging
in their communities. Also, being
actively involved in a national
task force tackling malnutrition
for seniors, I have a very clear
understanding of the importance
of nutrition. For example, did
you know that 65% of seniors
admitted into hospital
emergency wards are suffering
from malnutrition and as a
result, their average length of
stay is three days longer than
other patients?”

“We understand many seniors are
unable to have access to nutritious
and affordable meals from reliable

food providers and with the recent
closures due to COVID-19, we
know older adults are going to

be reluctant to go shopping. That
is why our centre is taking the
initiative in creating our Meal
Program for seniors in the greater
Edmonton area.”

Made weekly using the freshest
ingredients, these meals are frozen
and simply need to be reheated.
Nutritious AND affordable, the
centre also is providing free delivery
for seniors who do not drive or are
unable to go to the centre to pick
up their orders.

WSAC's frozen entree menu has
included meals such as lasagna,
chicken pot pie, beef stew, chili
with cornmeal muffins, as well as
a wide range of frozen soups. “We
are really proud of the quality of
food prepared by our kitchen staff.
Our chicken soups are made with
homemade stock, fresh vegetables,
and chicken breast. Our beef barley
is made with AAA beef. We used
only fresh beets in the borscht soup

glenwood

~ dentalfJcare

T100A Ave.

USE IT or

LOSE IT

USEYOUR DENTAL BENEFITS
BEFORE THEY ENPIRE

NEW PATIENTS & EMERGENCIES WELCOME

CALL US
TODAY!

780.784.2481

and fresh mushrooms in the cream
of mushroom. All of the soups are
then frozen in containers for easy
storage,” advised Liang.

If you have a sweet tooth, you
will enjoy the baked goods too. “All
of our baked goods and muffins
are homemade with some of our
Kitchen Coordinator’s favourite
recipes. Our members have always
enjoyed coming to our cafe for
coffee and some baking. We
wanted to make sure we included
something sweet for people to
order. We change the baked
goods every two weeks as well.
Some of our members’ favourites
are blueberry, rhubarb crumble,
cranberry orange, and honey raisin
bran,” said Liang.

WHAT PEOPLE ARE
SAYING ABOUT THE
MEAL PROGRAM

We have ordered meals and soups
from the Meal Plan several times and
never been disappointed. The entrees
are delicious with quality ingredients!
The soups are very tasty with lots
of good beef, chicken, or beans, and
fresh herbs. Quantities are more than
adequate for two meals and given the
quality of the product, the prices are
very reasonable. Highly recommend
giving it a try!

~ Jaqueline S.

Westend Seniors has made it very

simple to order something from
their menu. You can place your
order for pick up/delivery by:
- Using the online ordering
system on their website: www.
weseniors.ca
« Emailing their centre:
foodorders@weseniors.ca
« Calling their centre: 780-483-
1209 ext. #225
The centre’s team of volunteer
drivers are also ready to deliver to
seniors who do not drive or who
are unable to visit their centre.
“People can place their orders and
our staff will get their payment
over the phone and then set up a
time for our volunteers to deliver
their orders,” advised Liang, adding
that the volunteer drivers enjoy the
opportunity to help their peers.
Liang advised that readers visit
the Westend Seniors Activity
Centre’s website a www.weseniors.
ca to see photos of the meals,
soups, baked goods, and learn
about pricing. “This program is
open to everyone. You do not have
to be a member of our centre to
order meals. As [ said before, our
ultimate goal is to serve seniors and
to help them achieve healthy aging
in their communities. Our Meal
Program is one way we are doing
that.”
Article submitted by the Westend
Seniors Activity Centre.

SPR Festive Light-Up
Your Storefront Contest

Have you heard about our SPR
Festive Light-Up Contest?

We're encouraging our Stony Plain
Road businesses to help light-up the
area this winter!

Here’s how the contest
works:

- Contact us at the SPR Business
Association and let us know that
you are interested in participating
and if you have social media, so we
can promote your business.

« Take a picture with your store-
front lit up, send it to us, and we
will send you $50 to help with the
cost and time of making our area
brighter! We do not need copies of
your receipts, just a picture when
your decorating is done.

+ We will share these pictures on

social media to create some buzz
and award some prizes!

Prizes: People’s Choice Prize ($300
- Voted on through social media),
Most Creative Prize ($500), and You
Light Up My Life Prize ($200)

The Storefront Light-Up Contest
will run from November 27, 2020 to
January 2, 2021. If you wish to leave
your lights up earlier or later than
these dates, that’s fine!

If you would like to participate in
the contest, or if you have any
questions, please reach out to
communications.spr@gmail.com.
You can also reach out to this email
if your business is not receiving the
Stony Plain Road BA E-Newsletter!
Stay informed with monthly news
and updates!



News From the Ledge:
An update from the area’s MLAs.

Alberta’s Future: Engaging all Albertans to build an economy for the future

Our province is in the
midst of a generational
economic shift. We

MLA Lori Sigurdson
Alberta’s NDP Official
Opposition

780414 0719
Edmonton.riverviewe
assembly.ab.ca 9202B
— 149 Street

need a new economic
strategy, and we
need it now. It’s time
for Alberta to forge
a new path. That is
why the NDP Official
Opposition launched
AlbertasFuture.ca.
We must act now
to build a diversified
economy that doesn’t
just benefit the
wealthiest. We need
one that benefits all
Albertans.

Edmonton, TSM OH3
Our province is in

the midst of a historic

economic recession
and we know that COVID-19 and the crash in
the price of oil hit us hard. But, what the UCP
government fails to admit is that our economy
was crashing well before COVID-19 even hit
Alberta.

Premier Jason Kenney's failed strategy will
not bring Alberta out of this recession. The UCP
claimed that giving over $4.7-billion dollars to
big corporations would create jobs and flood
the province with investment. It did not. This
corporate handout did nothing but make

Councillor Andrew Knack

As we get closer and
closer to the holiday
season, I would like
to encourage you
all to support local
businesses! We are so
fortunate to have so
many talented local
creatives, artisans,
chefs, and many
more who have dedicated their time to serving
our community by starting up businesses here.
Through local businesses we have been able to
discover new cultures that make up the tapestry
of our community.

Every $100 dollars spent at a local business

wealthy corporations wealthier and double the
deficit. The economy shrank and 50,000 people
lost their jobs. This all happened before COVID-
19 hit our province.

That is why the Alberta NDP is creating a
brand-new economic strategy that focuses on
developing a plan that is built with Albertans
from across the province.

We are looking for input from Albertans
across the political spectrum. Together, we
will develop ideas regarding how we can build
a future that includes renewable and non-
renewable energy sources.

At AlbertasFuture.ca, we will be releasing
economic proposals that are open to comments
and criticism. Through your feedback, we will
develop a strategy that will get unemployed
Albertans back to work and create careers that
will be in demand well into the future. These
proposals will cover a large range of topics, from
exploring strategies regarding geothermal and
hydrogen industries, to post-secondary and
childcare strategies.

Lori, as Official Opposition Critic for Seniors
and Housing, will be putting forward a
proposal for affordable housing and holding
consultations to hear your feedback. It is critical
for us to get this right, because not having
access to a safe home is a barrier for many to
participate in Alberta’s economy. Alberta has
the capability to create affordable housing so
we can have full participation in our economy,

Shop Local

equates to $68 dollars circulated back to
Edmonton, contrary to just the $16 dollars

that circulates locally when we shop at a chain.
Shopping locally needs to become a viable option
to help promote the attraction and retention of
talent in our region in all sectors. In addition to
being great for our local economy, local businesses
contribute to a more colourful and unique city-
based identity.

Many businesses have learned to adapt to the
new realities we are facing by utilizing their online
platforms and creating pick-up and take-out
options to tailor to everyone’s levels of comfort.
Small ways to support mean the world to our local
businesses and community which could include
buying gift cards or grabbing meals to freeze.

Just on Stony Plain Road alone there is a wide
variety of stores and businesses that could cover

but we need to develop
a strategy with all
Albertans, including you. |

Sarah continues to
propose ways to make
our schools safer and
more supportive for
students, staff and

families. We launched a

15-point plan and urge
the government to
take steps to increase
physical distancing

for students, enhance
cleaning and mental
health supports, and
reduce pressures on
school staff. We want

MLA Sarah Hoffman
Alberta’s NDP Official
Opposition

780 455 7979
Edmonton.glenorae

assembly.ab.ca
#201, 12408 - 108

our schools to remain
open safely. For that to
happen, Jason Kenney
and the UCP need to
address the spread of COVID-19 seriously and
support our schools properly.

Collectively, we have published our hydrogen
and childcare proposals, which are available on
our website. Also, we have opened registration
for consultation on many different topics.
Please visit www.AlbertasFuture.ca. Read the
proposals and participate in the discussion
regarding Alberta’s economic future. As always,
we appreciate hearing from you.

Avenue
Edmonton, T5R 1C3

everyone on your shopping list. A few [ would

like to highlight are Variant Edition (Comics),
Revolution Cycle, Aachy’s Restaurant (excellent
samosas), Cafe Neo, Namaste India, Island Grill,
and Celebrate Gluten Free.There is also a wide
range of thrift and antique stores where you could
find some unique treasures.

Andrew Knack
City Councillor - Ward 1

Website: AndrewKnack.com

Email: Andrew.Knack@edmonton.ca
Phone: 780-496-8122

Facebook: @AndrewKnackEdmonton
Twitter: @AndrewKnack

Instagram: @AndrewKnack

You can read SPANN online and subscribe
to our digital edition for free.
Visit thespann.ca
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Community League Updates

Britannia-Youngstown

The Britannia-Youngstown Community League
has a website at https://www.bycl.ca/, and a
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BYCL.
EDMONTON

There are also Facebook groups for:

Soccer: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/429001993903470/

Skating Rink: https://www.facebook.com/
groups/327497630613180/

Canora

The days of COVID-19 continue, and things
have not being improving much. The hall board
would like to thank some of our younger vol-
unteers who have helped out at the hall: Neil,
Rhona and Savanna, Colton, Vincent, Dana and
Jillian. They did cleaning up and other jobs in and
around the hall. The rink is opening with AHS
and EFCL rules and guidelines. Watch for signage
for entering and use of the rinks. We would like
to thank all the bingo workers for volunteering
to help support the League. You can reach us at
info@mycanora.com. You can also visit our web-
site at mycanora.com for updates. Have a safe and
happy holiday season!

Glenwood

Glenwood Christmas Scavenger Hunt

Details and prize information coming soon!
Watch our Facebook page (facebook.com/glen-
woodcommunity) and website (glenwoodcom-
munityleague.com/christmas) for info.

The Glenwood Griswold’s Christmas
Contest

ThelGlenwood|
Griswoldjs{Christmas)
Contest;

Visit
GlenwooodCommunitylLeague.com/christmas
and nominate a home in Glenwood for their
decorations!

Winners will be picked by community league
volunteers on December 20th

jisyRiizedH00ISkipXthePishes]Gifdearel
RindlRrize3SEanlislGift{Gardl
ol Prtzz: $50 Tim Hertens €@t Cand

Winter Activities at the Glenwood
Hall

[t's been a difficult year. As the seasons pass,
our need to protect ourselves, friends, and family
by limiting our activities and potential COVID-
19 exposure continues. As caretakers of the
Glenwood Hall and surrounding facilities, we've
made the difficult decision not to offer skating
at the Glenwood outdoor rink this winter. While
we're proud of our rink, and have offered skating
year after year without interruption, the situation
this season creates many liabilities and additional
administrative burdens that would be necessary
to organize and provide safe community skate
times. Furthermore the cost of rink installation,

Kids On Track

maintenance, and ongoing supervision isn't
feasible given the postponement of our charitable
casino for 2020. If you are a community league
member, your skate tags are valid at any
community league rink, and we will support and
advertise skating opportunities at any area league
that chooses to offer ice time this year. Thank you
for your understanding, and please stay safe.

GLENWOOD

COMMUNITY LEAGUE
glenwoodcommunityleague.com -

facebook.com/glenwoodcommunity

A | ' T
lwﬂ a glenwoodcommunity@hotmail.com
iy Ny n p &9 16430-97 Avenue- Edmonton, AB TSP 0E8

twitter.com/glenwoodd - 780-489-7571 -

To connect with the Glenwood
Community League:
glenwoodcommunityleague.com
facebook.com/glenwoodcommunity
twitter.com/glenwoodcl

glenwoofdcommunity@hotmail.com
780-489-7571

West Jasper/Sherwood

Currently, any resident living inside the bor-
ders of Stony Plain Road and 92nd Avenue,
between 149th and 156th Streets may purchase
a membership for the West Jasper/Sherwood
Community League online through the EFCL
(efcl.org). Memberships fees are: Family (2 Adults
& Children under 18 years) - $30; Adult (18 years
or older) - $15; Senior (55 years or older) - $5.

For news, events, and programs, please visit our
website: westjaspersherwood.ca

HomeBuilders: Help for Hurting Kids

“It is easier to build strong children than to
repair broken men.” Frederick Douglass

Families trying to cope with grief, adjustments,
and recovery following divorce, separation, or
bereavement need support to navigate their new
normal. HomeBuilders is a unique 12-week pro-
gram giving children the tools to process their
emotions and giving the parents the reinforce-
ment needed to support their children through
the transition. It uses experiential learning activ-
ities to help participants learn and apply healthy
coping strategies. There is a long-term benefit to
the entire community when children are helped
to positively resolve significant grief in their lives.

Community Classifieds

Community Classifieds are FREE to area
residents. Length limit: five lines or less. We
reserve the right to edit classifieds based on

clarity and suitability. We also reserve the right
to refuse classifieds that are not appropriate
for the paper. Classifieds may also appear on
our website. Email your classified ad to
spanneditor@gmail.com.

It enables them to build their own families in the
future. Strong families build strong communities.
Last year, HomeBuilders was launched at two
community sites. The feedback from these sites
was encouraging. As expected, some of the chil-
dren were having a hard time getting engaged
with the program. They were pushing boundaries
and had big emotions that were unresolved. But
something shifted in the later weeks: the children
were all fully engaged, they wanted to be there,
and they made new friends. The parents opened
up and built connections with one another and
the facilitators. They loved it so much that they
were asking when the next semester was going to
start. The facilitators really saw the difference it
was making in the families, and the families were
applying what they were learning in their every-
day lives. Parents would get reports from teachers
that something was different in their kids. They
said, “Whatever is different, it's working!”

Not only was it impactful for the parents and
children, it was also impactful to the facilita-
tors who were leading the classes. They found
that they were building strong connections with
the families and that they were being stretched
in ways they had never been stretched before.
Though the program could be intense at times,
the facilitators came out of it full of compassion

for these families and ready to do the program
again. The facilitators have expressed what a
blessing it is to be able to play a part in these fam-
ilies in bringing them hope, love, and care! These
facilitators are community volunteers, wanting
to empower and walk hand-in-hand with families
who are going through a difficult season. Their
love and kindness towards the next generation
will see long-lasting effects as children learn cop-
ing strategies for their emotions instead of bury-
ing them and seeing them erupt, unresolved at a
later date.

HomeBuilders isn’'t magic, though sometimes
it may seem that way. It gives children space to
process their emotions, and the support needed
through a difficult season in life. With lesson
titles like “All My Feelings Matter” and “Mad Isn't
Bad” we know that these kids are getting the sup-
port needed to acknowledge and process their
emotions.

If you or someone you know might be inter-
ested in this program, or you know of a host
organization that may be interested in becoming
a HomeBuilders partner, give Kids On Track a call
at 780-481-2942.

Written by Maria Karesa, Child and Family
Coordinator, Kids On Track, and Kristy Chaisson,
Program Director, Kids On Track.
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Jasper Place Music Venues Through the Times

Brooke Leifso

Jasper Place has always
featured live entertainment
and music. The late shopping
hours and local hotels
created an atmosphere
conducive to attracting
touring bands after the rules
around bars and live music
eased in the ‘60s.

In the booming early
‘60s, the Jasper Place
Sports Centre became THE
gathering spot for youth and
the favourite place for dances
with live bands. The Muk-
Luk Mardi Gras Festival
hosted large teen dances
there. In 1963, it hosted a
live-televised Beatles concert
to screaming teens.

In the 1960s through the
early 1980s The Klondiker
established its primacy
for band performances. In
the “70s its main floor was
known for Country and
Western, while the basement
“Gold Room” catered to

rock, attracting bikers as
regulars. Touring bands
could play multiple nights
in a row, earning a week’s
worth of pay and staying

at the hotel. When the “70s
began, The Klondiker had
eight bouncers on each floor
during busy nights. Local
bands like The Mustangs
got their start there. The
Klondiker switched hands
and was last known as the
Jasper Place Hotel. The
Saxony Motor Inn, which is
now the Howard Johnson,
also hosted regular and
touring acts.

In the ‘90s, Ritz Diner
rocked with live alt-rock
music. It closed in 1997
after a Halloween gig:
Skalloween with the Mad
City Bombers. Maria Dunn
played her first gig at Ritz
Diner: “It was a cool vintage
diner that welcomed local
musicians to try their
hand at performing in a
live venue: my first live gig

playing folk music for fun.”
Then, in 2009, The Haven
Social Club appeared to
host emerging bands and
touring acts. It closed in
2013, leaving a gap in the
Jasper Place neighbourhood
and music scene. Their
former building is slated for
demolition for the LRT.
New West Hotel has
always been part of the
country music circuit. It
has hosted acts for over 50
years, 6 nights a week, with
open stages Saturday. Jasper
Place residents and local
country legends Joyce Smith
and George Myren played
regularly from the get-go.
“Thing about the New West,
[it] always had good country
music,” says George. “It
was the greatest social
gathering place for musicians
to visit and listen to the
music and catch up to the
latest gossip. Everyone went
there to BS and just visit
with each other. It's really
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Teen dance at the Jasper Place Sports Arena during the Muk-Luk Mardi Gras,

February 1966.
Photo courtesy of City of Edmonton Archives clippings files.

info, connect with us on FB
or at jasperplacehistory.org

Brooke Leifso is a community-
based artist working on the
Jasper Place Community
History Project.

being missed.”

While we know the venues,
we want your stories. In early
December, we are hosting an
experimental Zoom event to
gather your stories. For more

Do Local Good: Join the
Community Response to Poverty

When the COVID-19 crisis hit our
region, it did more than just force
us to change the way we do things.
Everyday activities like grocery
shopping, doctor visits, school,
childcare, visits with grandparents,
travel, work, and social gatherings all
had to be done differently. But it also
forced us to change the way we see
things.

There is an increased need for
services as local people are being
pulled into the rising tide of poverty
as a result of the pandemic. More
than ever, people need supports to
stay afloat. These challenging times
have revealed how truly important
it is to take action against the
unignorable issue of poverty.

Local seniors and families who
were already struggling to make
ends meet, now have to choose
between buying groceries or paying
rent. People who have lost their jobs
and income, individuals struggling
with mental health challenges, and
survivors who have fled domestic
violence are all more vulnerable to
being pulled into the rising tide of
poverty.

Thankfully, like so many other
times before, when our community
sees the need, they come together
to do local good in ways that are
truly inspiring. Neighbours helping
neighbours. Families helping
families. And strangers helping

strangers. That's what makes us
stronger. And that’s what keeps us
united.

[t's more important than ever
before that we galvanize our
collective strength to tackle the
growing need with urgency. We
need caring community members
like you to help individuals and
families navigate through this
crisis and avoid becoming locked in
poverty.

United Way will continue its work
to respond to evolving needs as
we move towards recovery. As a
trusted leader, United Way is able to
identify emerging needs and invest
in the most effective solutions to
address them through its extensive
network of partners, collaborators,
and community volunteers. We are
committed now more than ever
to mobilizing collective action and
uniting our community to be there
for those who are struggling.

By joining the community
response to poverty, you can make
a tremendous impact on the lives
of local people who are struggling.
Greater Edmonton, thank you so
much for all of your support of these
past few months. Let’s continue
to work together to do local good
for the most vulnerable in our
community.

Article submitted by United Way of
the Alberta Capital Region.

CORNER PHARMACY & CLINIC

PHARMACY: OPEN 7 DAYS/ WEEK

WALK-IN CLINIC: 95AM - 5PM MON-FRI
SAT 10AM - 5PM

10118 156 ST. NW T5P2P§

DR. SHAMAKA & DR. AWAD ARE ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

EASY MEDICATIONS' REVIEW ~ 1*
FREE DELIVERY

CALL NOW: 780-439-5526




1I2=amily Violence Prevention: \What You Can Do To Help

Megan Lala

November was Family
Violence Prevention Month.
Did you know that according to
alberta.ca, Alberta has the third
highest rate of self-reported
spousal violence among
Canadian provinces? Yet most
people do not have knowledge
of its impacts, nor the sector of
agencies and organizations that
are available to provide these
supports.

I spoke with Monique
Methot, Family Violence
Education Specialist with The
Today Centre, an organization
that supports people
experiencing family violence,
regardless of gender, ethnicity,
country of origin, or type of
relationship.

“Family Violence Prevention
Month is important,” states
Methot, “it highlights the need
for awareness of this important
issue.”

There is a lot of stigma
around family violence, and
many barriers to accessing
support.

Learning about family
violence helps people recognize
the signs and gives them an
understanding of what makes
it difficult to reach out. It also
gives people empathy and
understanding to be able to
respond in a non-judgemental
and supportive way.

People often ask how they
can spot someone who is
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Positive Responses
to Family Violence

Remember that people are the experts on their own lives. The best social response you can have to an instance
of domestic violence is to offer your support by listening and asking the person what they want and need.

Instead of this:

Say this:

“Take your time to make the best decision you can.” or
“What do you think your options are?”

“Do you have anyone close to you who can help you right
now?” or “Have you thought about involving the police?”

“What is it | can help you with? What do you need to hap-
pen right now?” or “I am here for you. Call me anytime”

“If you want to talk to me, I'm here for you, but you may
want to find someone who can help you in ways | can't.”

THE
r 1 TODAY o
L CENTRE '

www.thetodaycentre.ca

experiencing family violence
and what they can do to help.
Spotting the signs of someone
facing family violence is not as
simple as one may think. It can
also look the same as a lot of

other things impacting families.

People facing family violence
may not show any signs, or
may not be ready to talk about
it if there are signs.

“One thing that is very
important is learning how to
respond if someone discloses
they are in an abusive
relationship, and how to
open up conversations with
friends or loved ones to
create safe spaces to share

JASPER

15625 STONY. PLAIN ROAD

EDMONTON | AB

780-455-6880

they might need help,” says
Methot.

As a person on the outside,
we should always respect the
person experiencing family
violence, their decisions, and
thoughts as family violence is
very complicated. Well-meaning
actions can sometimes make
things more dangerous instead
of helping.

The best way to help is
to educate yourself about
family violence. You can take
workshops offered through
places like The Today Centre or
other organizations. You can
also be knowledgeable about
resources available to share so

ADJACENT TO
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the person can connect when
ready.

If you are worried about
someone, a good way to start a
conversation is:

“T've noticed [x behaviour,
or something that was said]
and I'm concerned about you.
Would you like to talk?”

An invitation to talk shows
that you are open to hearing
if there’s anything they want
to share. If they don’t want to
share, we need to remember
there may be many reasons
for this, and not to judge.
Messages such as, “I believe
you,” “thank you for telling
me,” and, it “wasn’t your fault,”

=

also go a long way to support a
person’s journey.

COVID-19 has certainly had
an impact on family violence, as
our physical distancing to keep
ourselves safe from the virus
is also isolating, and family
violence thrives in isolation.
This isolation makes it harder
for people to reach out and
access needed supports. Being
a part of the solution means
checking in on our families and
friends in ways that respect
public health guidelines.

If someone is experiencing
family violence and is ready to
reach out for help, there are
many places they can turn.

« The Today Centre

(Monday-Friday, 9-5 p.m.)

780-455-6880

« Family Violence Centre

with John Howard Society

780-423-1635

+ 211 - 24 Hour Community

Resources Support

« The Family Violence Info

Line (310-1818) is available

toll-free to Albertans 24/7 in

over 170 languages.

Emergency shelters
throughout the province will
provide a safe location to stay
for people fleeing violent or
abusive situations.

Thank you to Monique
Methot and The Today
Centre team for providing the
information for this article.

Megan Lala is the
Communications Coordinator for
the Stony Plain Road & Area BIA.

BRAND NEW
BUILDING WITH
HIGH EXPOSURE

1,633 SF - 5,113 SF
MAIN FLOOR

1,324 SF - 5,976 SF
SECOND FLOOR

= |deal for coffee shop, medical/professional, convenience, and personal services

= Amenities: parking on site, elevator, roof top terrace

Cmada

COMMERCIAL

780.540.5320
OMADA-CRE.COM




