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As we get closer to beginning 
full construction of the Valley 
Line West LRT in 2021, you can 
expect to see the Stony Plain Road 

business area bustling with activity 
this construction season. Most of 
that work is focused on two key 
activities: building removals and 

underground utility relocations. 
Building Removals: 

Happening now until the end 
of our construction season in 
2020

We’re removing vacant buildings 
from City-owned properties to make 
way for future construction and 
incoming LRT infrastructure along 
the Valley Line West route. This 
work began at the end of June and 
will continue until the snow starts 
flying. 

The City is in the process of 
removing four buildings along Stony 
Plain Road and 142 Street, and the 
work will shift to landscaping the 
vacant lots later this year. We’ll be 
removing four more buildings along 
Stony Plain Road and 151 Street, 
and another at 155 Street and Stony 
Plain Road. These removals will 
begin in late August and continue 
into the fall. Before the removals 
begin, crews will fence off the 
property and complete assessments 
and abatement to remove any 
hazardous materials. After the 
removals are completed, the sites 

are backfilled to ground level and 
landscaped.

Utility Relocations: 
Happening now until 2021 

EPCOR crews will be working 
on Stony Plain Road at 156 Street 
and 143 Street to bury overhead 
power lines and install new electrical 
infrastructure. The work is expected 
to begin in early fall and end in late 
fall, though timelines may change.

It’s a busy time for the Valley Line 
West LRT and the City is excited to 
bring this transformational project 
to Edmontonians. Stay up to date 
on all the latest project updates by 
visiting edmonton.ca/valleylinewest.

Questions about LRT 
expansion?

The City is always available to 
help with any questions or concerns 
that you may have about LRt 
construction Please contact the 
LRT projects information centre by 
email (LRTprojects@edmonton.ca) 
or by leaving a voicemail at 780-496-
4874.

Article submitted by the City of 
Edmonton.

A contractor removes a building from the Valley Line West LRT route as the City prepares for full construction on the line to begin in 2021.
Photo courtesy City of Edmonton

Signs of progress a common sight on Valley Line 
West LRT route

Sign up for our  
FREE e-newsletter  

at our website:  
thespann.ca



 9

Kristy Chaisson

The challenges of COVID-19 have 
been extensive for families and 
programs alike. This summer, one of 
Kids On Track’s goals was to equip 
families to get out and get active 
together in a safe and fun way. 
We structured our Active Families 
program to empower families to 
learn some great activity skills so 
they could replicate these activities 
on their own. What was normally 
just one Saturday between July and 
August has transformed into four 
days a week (Monday- Thursday) and 
two Saturdays a month. What an 
amazing way for families to get active 
together and create some positive 
memories of this summer.  

A favourite event this summer 
was the Saskatoon berry picking day 
in Hawrelak Park, where families 
learned what berries to pick and how 
to use them in recipes. The families 
then baked some delicious “bush 
pies” over a fire with the picked 
berries. For many families, this was a 
new skill, one that they can now do 
with their own families. Sustainability 
of food and creative utilization of 
what our own city has to offer were 
themes that were explored.  Global 
Edmonton made a point to come out 
and do a small human interest piece 
on the event. This event inspired one 
Kids On Track family to go out berry 
picking on their own. They reported 
that they were able to pick and then 
process 12 mini jars of raspberry jam 
for their family! Way to go!

Kids On Track is looking forward to 
our fall programming. With creativity 
and resiliency, we will continue 
offering active and meaningful 
programs in west Edmonton for 
families. Haven’t gotten out to an 
event this summer yet? There’s still 

time! Contact us at 780-481-2942 or 
visit www.kidsontrack.org.

You can also keep tabs on what 
Kids On Track is up to on our various 
social media platforms:  
Twitter (@kidsontrack,  
@SHIFT_YOUTH),  

Instagram (@kidsontrackedmonton, 
@kotshiftyouth), Facebook  
(@kidsontrackedmonton), Website 
(www.kidsontrack.org). 

Kristy Chaisson is the Program 
Director, Kids On Track Association of 
Edmonton.

Kids on Track:  
Active and Meaningful Programs

A Kids On Track family enjoys their berry harvest by learning to cook bush pies over a fire.
Photo courtesy Kids on Track

Turkish Canadian Society Update: Food and Activities
Sim Senol

When an early morning fire broke down and 
ripped through a local strip mall on Stony Plain 
Road and 154 Street a little over two years ago, 
two local businesses were completely destroyed: 
the Moon Palace Restaurant and the Anatolia 
Food Market/Restaurant. 

For the Turkish Canadian Community in 
Edmonton, Anatolia Food Market/Restaurant 
was a major gathering place. Only a few blocks 
away from the Turkish Community Centre, you 
could often find community members stopping 
by for groceries and, of course, authentic Turkish 
food. Reviews on Google still serve as a somber 
reminder as to why this was considered the 
best Turkish restaurant in the city. The prices 
were reasonable and the food was amazing. This 
leaves a huge hole in finding Turkish food in the 
west end. Turkish Canadian Society is currently 
working on a printed guide with details of home-
based caterers.

Before COVID-19 closures there were regular 
cultural gatherings at the Turkish Community 
Centre, often with lots of delicious Turkish food 

and always open to all area residents. Although 
most of these events are currently on hold, 
you can still get on a mailing list so you can be 
informed about our next public event. Residents 
interested in subscribing to the TCS email list 

or looking for food recommendations can send 
an email to turkishcanadians.edmonton@gmail.
com.

Sim Senol is the Treasurer/External Relations 
Coordinator with TCS.

A picture from a past Turkish Canadian Society event, featuring lots of delicious Turkish food.
Photo credit: Sim Senol
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Britannia-Youngstown 
The Britannia-Youngstown Community League 

has a website at https://www.bycl.ca/, and a 
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/BYCL.
EDMONTON

There are also Facebook groups for:
Soccer: https://www.facebook.com/

groups/429001993903470/
Skating Rink: https://www.facebook.com/

groups/327497630613180/

Canora
How can you become a member of the Canora 

Community League? You can join us on our 
Community League Day on September 19th from 
1 p.m. to 4 p.m. and purchase a membership. The 
regular cost is $30, but on Community League 
Day the cost is reduced to $15. Depending on 
AHS guidelines, we may have some entertainment 
and maybe coffee and other refreshments. If you 
have access to a computer or electronic device you 
can also join via the EFCL website: efcl.org

On June 28, we held our AGM with a quorum 
and all AHS protocols. It certainly looked differ-
ent with everyone spaced out 6 feet apart and 
masked. We got a full executive and almost a full 
slate of directors. We have openings for an Events 
and Sports Director. The Board is tasked with 
finding individuals to fill those vacant positions. If 
you are a member, live in the Canora community, 
and are interested in these positions, email info@
mycanora.com.

On July 4 we had a parade through our com-
munity put on by the Edmonton Arts Council. It 
was about a 2-hour tour through our community 
with jugglers, bands, dancers, and community 
youth following along and enjoying the parade.

The EFCL hosted a park and play program at the 
old Green Shack area. It was well attended and 
we sincerely thank them for this program. Other 
possible programs for the fall and winter may be, 
depending on interest: Cultural Nights, Addiction 
Programs, Family and Adult Paint Nights, Pottery, 

Crafts, Family Yoga, Learn to Play Cribbage and 
Whist, Ladies’ Evening Out, and other programs 
you would like to see at the hall. Send ideas to 
info@mycanora.com and in the subject line put 
“Programs.”

At this time when school is beginning, we ask 
all citizens to be careful and watch out for our 
children. Also, the hall was broken into on July 23 
and several items were stolen. A Little Tykes red 
kid’s wagon, stroller, bottles, hockey gear, DeWalt 
18 volt drill, and possibly other items were taken. 
We have the guy and the girl on video and the 
police have a file on them. Please lock your doors 
and make sure all possible access points to your 
sheds and garages are well secured. Make sure all 
windows are secure. Please watch out for your 
neighbours. Be safe and report all unusual activ-
ities to the police.

Glenwood 

The Glenwood Community Hall 
(16430 - 97 Ave.) is now open for 
limited rentals:

• Hall capacity is limited to 38 people.
• All City of Edmonton and AHS safety measures 

must be followed. Masks must be worn, and a list 
of attendees must be provided for contact tracing 
(if necessary).

• An extra cleaning fee of $20 will be applied.
You can book your rental by calling 780-489-

7571, or emailing hallmanager@glenwoodcom-
munityleague.com.

Big Bin Event
When: September 26, 2020 - 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m.
Where: Jasper Place Jubilee Park (92nd Ave. & 

160 St.)
Accepting: Furniture, electronics, appliances, 

yard waste, renovation waste, and scrap metal.
Not accepting: Paint, mattresses, tires, hazard-

ous waste, fridges, freezers (please take these to 
an Eco Station).
• 	 Please wear a mask and be prepared to unload 

your own items.
• 	 We will also be having a drive-through style 

membership drive at this event and hope to see 
you there.

• 	 With every membership purchased, you get a 
free ice cream!

• 	 E-transfer is preferred for membership pay-
ment. Cash or cheque will be accepted if you 
cannot accommodate e-transfer.

Use your Glenwood or Meadowlark community 
league membership care for access!

Party in the Park
We are saddened to announce that there will 

be no Party in the Park this year, the first year 
since 2009 that we have been unable to hold our 
annual community gathering. PiP brings over 
500 residents of Glenwood and Meadowlark Park 
together for a wonderful afternoon of food and 
fun, which unfortunately will not be possible in 
2020. We hope for a better year for community 
get-togethers and fireworks in 2021.

Since we won’t be having this annual member-
ship drive, you can continue to support the com-
munity league by renewing your membership 
online at https://efcl.org/membership-purchase/

Community Swim Times
Our community swim time at Jasper Place pool 

is once again available to community league mem-
bers.
• 	 You must register at movelearnplay.edmonton.

ca
• 	 Click on “visit a recreational facility”
• 	 Choose “Jasper Place Pool”, then click on 

“Community League Swim” and choose the 
times you want to swim.

• 	 No one will be allowed in the pool unless they 
have reserved a spot. Remember to bring your 
league membership card and view the pre-visit 
checklist.

 To connect with the Glenwood 
Community League:

glenwoodcommunityleague.com
facebook.com/glenwoodcommunity

twitter.com/glenwoodcl
glenwoofdcommunity@hotmail.com

780-489-7571

West Jasper/Sherwood 
Currently, any resident living inside the bor-

ders of Stony Plain Road and 92nd Avenue, 
between 149th and 156th Streets may purchase 
a membership for the West Jasper/Sherwood 
Community League online through the EFCL 
(efcl.org). Memberships fees are: Family (2 Adults 
& Children under 18 years) - $30; Adult (18 years 
or older) - $15; Senior (55 years or older) - $5.

For news, events, and programs, please visit our 
website: westjaspersherwood.ca

Community League Updates

A stilt walker in the Festival in a Box parade.
Photo credit: Tony Lovell

Are you a resident of Britannia-
Youngstown, Canora, Glenwood, or 

West Jasper/Sherwood? Do you have 
an event coming up you would like to 
promote? A service to provide to the 

community? 

Community Classifieds are FREE to 
area residents. Length limit: five lines 
or less. We reserve the right to edit 

classifieds based on clarity and suit-
ability. We also reserve the right to 

refuse classifieds that are not appropri-
ate for the paper. 

Classifieds may also appear on our 
website. Email your classified ad to 

spanneditor@gmail.com.

Community Classifieds
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Brooke Leifso

Shirley Romany has been a pioneering 
Jasper Place business owner since the 
late 1960s. At that time, the Canadian 
government was opening up its immigration 
policy, which had previously set severe 
barriers to entry for racialized people from 
the Caribbean.

In the 1950s and 60s, that began to 
shift as the Canadian government actively 
recruited immigrants to work in the oil 
industry, or as teachers and nurses. British-
trained nurses could come directly from the 
Caribbean to work. Others, like Romany, 
came here to train. Shirley notes that to this 
day, Caribbean people are loyal to Pierre 
Trudeau for his equal opportunity measures 
of immigration. She saw, however, a greater 
opportunity than nursing. 

“They sent me on a Nursing 
scholarship, but I was born a 

hairdresser.”
She apprenticed with Delores Barker 

(known as Dell), and then bought a 2-chair 
salon in 1968 just west of 155th Street 
on Stony Plain Road and called it Shirley’s 
House of Beauty. In her 50+ years of having 
a salon, most of her businesses have been 
located in Jasper Place. When she first 
arrived, she lived in a walk-up close to the 
shop and charged $2.50 for a hairdo. On 
Sundays, Shirley and her young son would 
go to church, for a bite to eat, and then to 
the Jasper Place Cinema. They would pay a 
quarter for her and 10 or 15 cents for him 
to see a western. She then bought two large 
lots just south of the Orange Hub on 156th 
Street for $30,000. 

At first, her clients were local women that 
worked in downtown department stores 

and women from the Enoch Cree Nation. 
Shirley built close relationships with local 
Indigenous people who came into the city 
from Enoch and other Reserves. Many of 
her early clients were Indigenous and she 
cared for their families. She is known as 
“Auntie Shirley” by many people in Enoch.  

There have always been Black people in 
Canada, both immigrants and native-born. 
But the dominant culture has generally 
been unwelcoming. So, despite themselves 
being a mixture of cultures and having 
arrived from different places at different 
times, Black people in Edmonton have 
created a community marked by solidarity 
demonstrated in social events and in 
places of gathering like Shirley’s shop. 
For years, Shirley’s House of Beauty was 
one of the few places in Edmonton that 
specialized in Black hair. Though Shirley 
initially was unable to acquire Trinidadian 
food in Edmonton, Jasper Place allowed 
her to connect to a variety of cultures, 
from the Asian grocers, to Ukrainian-
owned restaurants, and the Indigenous 
communities. “In those days, everything was 
old. Across from me were wooden buildings, 
and they had shoemakers and dressmakers 
and garages on Stony Plain Road. People 
came in from Enoch and other reserves 
close to the city on bikes, or walking because 
it was close and there were trails.”

Since her first shop in Jasper Place in the 
1960s, she has established many shops. Her 
signature establishment, Ebony and Ivory, 
was an industry standard for many decades. 
Shirley Romany sold Ebony and Ivory, and 
currently owns Bronze and Cream Hair and 
Wig Centre with her husband.

Brooke Leifso is a community-based artist 
working on the Jasper Place Community History 
Project (jasperplacehistory.org).

Shirley Romany:  
“I was the first Black business owner in Jasper Place.”

As the COVID-19 pandemic stretches into the 
autumn months, it is more important than ever 
to come together as a community, even though 
we need to stay apart to help flatten the curve and 
keep each other safe and healthy.

Everyone in our region has been affected by the 
pandemic, but those already facing barriers caused 
by poverty, isolation, or mental health struggles 
have been hit the hardest. And while the urge 
to help is strong, many don’t know how to do it 
safely, in light of new health guidelines. To unite 
those who want to help with a way to help, United 
Way of the Alberta Capital Region has launched 
the Volunteer At Home campaign, encouraging 
Edmontonians to create kits for those hit hardest 
by the pandemic and its ripple effects, including 
students, seniors, and low-income families. 
Volunteering at home by creating DIY kits are 
a great way to help vulnerable people in your 
community as you practice social distancing.

“We have seen an outpouring of support from 

members of our community to help those most 
impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Rob 
Yager, President and CEO of United Way of the 
Alberta Capital Region. “Many people want to 
help, not only with their dollars, but with their 
time and talent. That’s where the DIY kits come 
in.”

This is an easy, accessible, and flexible way 
you and your colleagues, family, or friends can 
contribute to the community. Simply purchase 
the materials for the kit, assemble it, and drop it 
off at United Way’s office on Stony Plain Road at 
151 Street during business hours. All materials 
should be new, unused, or unopened and not bear 
any corporate or promotional branding.

“These kits will be distributed to the agencies 
we partner with to ensure they are getting to the 
people who need them the most. The pandemic 
is going to have ongoing ripple effects for quite 
some time, and it’s important that we continue to 
support those in need,” said Yager.

Options for kits include Homemade Masks, 
Activities for Kids, Hygiene, Seniors’ Activities, 
Literacy  for Kids, PPE Protection, Baby Essentials, 
and more. You can build the kits on your own, but 
why not get your friends, family, or co-workers 
involved with an online get-together or a little 
friendly competition?

Founded during WWII, United Way of the 
Alberta Capital Region has a long history of 
bringing people together during tough times to 
lift up the community. With a focus on tackling 
poverty in Edmonton and the surrounding region, 
they support more than 100 programs through 
a network of social service organizations to 
collaborate and address the root causes of poverty.

To learn more about how you can Volunteer At 
Home and help your community in this time of 
crisis, visit www.volunteerathome.ca and show off 
your DIY kits with the hashtag #DoLocalGood.

Article submitted by United Way of the Alberta 
Capital Region.

Shirley Romany circa 1965.
Photo credit: Delores Barker

Bronze and Cream Hair and Wig Centre on 157 Street and 101 Avenue.
Photo credit: Paula E. Kirman

Do Local Good this Fall with United Way’s Volunteer 
at Home Campaign
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15625 STONY PLAIN ROAD
EDMONTON I AB

156 
WEST 
JASPER

RETAIL/OFFICE
FOR LEASE
B R A N D N E W 
B U I LD I N G WITH
H I G H EXPOSU R E

A D JAC E NT TO
N E W TR A N S IT C E NTR E

 ▪ Ideal for coffee shop, medical/professional, convenience, and personal services

 ▪ Amenities: parking on site, elevator, roof top terrace

1,633 SF - 5,113 SF
MAIN FLOOR

1,324 SF - 5,976 SF 
SECOND FLOOR

780.540.5320
OMADA-CRE.COM

A pop-up community garden at St. 
Anne Park launched on June 5.

Jasper Place Wellness Centre/
Food4Good oversaw the garden at 
153 Street and 102 Avenue. Anyone 
from the community who wanted 
to take part in the garden helped 
on Wednesdays from June until 
September to tend the plants and 
share the harvest.

The harvest will be split evenly 
between anyone who comes on 
Wednesdays. If somebody walks 
by the garden and wants to take 
some veggies, that’s okay too. This 

garden is meant for everyone. 
There are no individual plots at this 
garden. Everyone worked together 
(while staying two metres apart). 
The goal was to meet neighbours, 
enjoy the sunshine, and grow some 
tasty food.

COVID-19 safety precautions 
were taken. JPWC/Food4Good 
and the Stony Plain Road BIA 
provided the plants and seeds. The 
City watered the garden twice per 
week. Because this is a “pop-up,” 
the City will remove all the beds in 
late September.

St. Anne Park Pop-Up Community Garden

Gardeners on the first day of the pop-up garden in St. Anne Park.
Photo credit: Paula E. Kirman

Deckla Lindgren 
Canora Park Watch Coordinator

It is September of 2020 and children will be 
returning to school in a changed environment 
due to COVID-19. 

The pandemic has also affected our ability to 
sponsor the majority of our annual events this 
summer. Our last event of the year is “Meet the 
Police” night, scheduled for September 15th. 
We are hoping to present this event, pending 
the Alberta Health Services protocols. If we are 
able to host this event, flyers will be delivered in 
the Canora neighbourhood confirming the time 
and location.

Canora Park Watch would like to send a huge 
“Thank You” to the Edmonton Arts Council for 
their “Festival in a Box” Parade on July 4th that 
made its way through the streets and avenues 
in our neighbourhood. It was such a joy to see 
the great energy of this group. The response 
from the community was extremely positive, 
for both young and old, bringing smiles to all. 
It was a very bright spot in this summer of 
COVID-19 fatigue.

We are already planning our events for 2021 
with the focus on creating a strong and diverse 

community through people, programs, and parks.
Deckla is the Canora Park Watch Coordinator.

Canora Park Watch: Festival in a Box

The “Festival in a Box” makes its way through Canora.
Photo credit: Jack Lindgren


